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Minister for Environment — Response to Question without Notice — Adjournment Debate 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: Hon Sally Talbot seemed to want to fill 10 minutes just rambling on about things. 
The only thing to be achieved by what she did was to prevent someone from the government speaking for 10 
minutes during this 40-minute session. I thought the answers to the questions she asked of the Minister for 
Environment were perfectly proper. I think Hon Sally Talbot should listen to her tone; she gave the government 
a little lecture about how we talk. Her tone is condescending, sneering and, indeed, quite painful, really. The 
question she asked was couched in that tone. The answer she received was that the minister did not direct anyone 
to do anything. Under the Public Sector Management Act—which Hon Sally Talbot should read sometime—the 
chief executive officer, not the minister, is responsible for the behaviour of the employees of that agency. That is 
how it operates. If the CEO thinks that those people in Exmouth behaved improperly, it is his job, not the 
minister’s job, to deal with it. It will be his decision, not the minister’s decision, and that is how it should be. I 
thought that Hon Donna Faragher simply told the member that that is what happened, and that that is how it 
should be. Hon Sally Talbot got an answer that was factual, to the point and suggested that she was casting 
aspersions on the minister’s character; the minister was entitled to suggest that, on the basis of the way in which 
she was asked the question. However, I suspect the Minister for Environment will get a few more of those 
questions. 

Hon Donna Faragher: I think you might be right. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: Yes, but I think the Minister for Environment is handling herself extraordinarily 
well, considering the quality of the members asking the questions. 

Question put and passed. 

House adjourned at 10.39 pm 
__________ 

 
 
 
 
 


